


GUIDING PRINCIPLES FOR INCLUSIVE PUBLIC PRAYER

Leading others in a group or community prayer places a special 
responsibility on those who accept such a task. 

When functioning in a setting in which it may be reasonably assumed 
that there is a diversity of identities, one’s actions are significantly 
different from private behavior.  It goes without saying that behavior that 
may be appropriate in private settings is often unacceptable in public, 
with the reverse being equally true.  This principle is particularly 
important when a person is asked to take part in or lead others in public 
religious presentations.

Leading prayer in a public setting is both an opportunity and an honored 
task.  We live in a society made up of many cultures, views, religions, and 
beliefs.  It is a defining part of the greatness of our nation that we have 
adopted the motto “E Pluribus Unum” meaning “Out of Many, One!”

When we take this pluralistic value to heart, we realize our responsibility 
to be respectful of and caring for the feelings of our fellow citizens as we 
engage in any public behavior, while always being true to ourselves.
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