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ands  Lnited Buoilding Hridges'
H{I IUEE) second annwal Buailding
Bridges Week brought the Tidewater com
munily lopeiher [or several meaningful
events including a Shabhbat service at Chel
Sholom Temple on Friday, Janwary 113
the Summit Agzinst late on Monday,
January 14 ard the screening of Arn Ad
of Defiorce on Monday, January 21, The
lasi twor evends were in parinership with
the Community Relations Council of ihe
Uniled Jewish Federation of Tidewaler.
(¥hel Sholom Temple's service in honor
ol I Kings Birthday included manmy of
his besi loved teachings rom his | Hove A
1¥ream Sperch and cdher writings, as well
as several spiriuals induding Lifi Fvery
Voice and Simg, If | Com Help Somebody, et
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Peanl Rermick, sophomicee at Bayside High School

My People Co and We Shadl Overcome.

“The highlight was a sermon by (51
member and social jusiice advocale,
Susan leil, about the historic relationship
hetween the Alrican American and Jewish
communilies in the siruggle lor civil
righi=" =ay= Habbi Rosalin Mandelberg,
“leil emphasized the beawtilul [riendship
anmd shared wision ol Rabhi Abraham
Joshua Heschel and Dir. King,”

The service culminated with an oppor
Tumaly io do the same work when Rabhi
Mandelberg announced a new parinership
with 05T and the Basilica of 51 Mary's
in Tidewaler Gardens whose gpal is io
[esster closer relationships, share ritual and
worship, and, uliimately, io work iogether
in 2 service project for the benelin of the
Tidewater Quadrani.

Rabhi JelTrey Arnowitz ol Congregation
Beith Fl, and cofounder of HUEBR says,
“evenis like the Summit Again= 1laie and
Acl of Defiance are o important. Bot only
are |:-U||d|n|.-, commare Ly and suppori g,
our neighbors imporiant Jewish valoes, il
we expecl oihers o support us when we
are atlzcked, we have 1o show up Jor them
a= well. That’s what building bridge= is all
ahowt "

The Summit Agains Haie browght a
standing room only crowd 1o the Reba
and Sam Sandler Family Campus o walk,
pray, and sing in solidarity agains the
[oroes that ssek 1o lear communities apart,
a= well as in sup P of un-de'r.\c-lundlr.g and
[ellwship. Among the inspiring message=

wilkam Dean, vieging Beach Fobce Depariment
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delivered by dergy, law enlforcement, and
cihers, were speeches [rom Dr Aaron
Spence, superintendent of Virginia Beach
City Public Schools; . Chris Garran,
Cape llenry Collegiate Schools head of
school; Doron Exickson, Anti-1elamation
League's Washinglon L. regional direc
lor; a represeniative [rom Teens wiih
a Purpose; and Chiel Deputly Attorney
Cieneral of Virginia, Cynihia Hudson.

As the speakers all talked about whai
!:undlnp_ upr againsl hale mean= io them,
Senator Mark Warper, unable 1o join in
person, wrole 2 leter that was read aloud:
*In America, being dillereni does not
make an individual ‘the cther’ Rather,
it means that you contribule imposian
pemspectives and ideas that sirengihen
our communities. What makes this coun
iry so exceplional is that regardless of
our color, our lith, or our creed —we
are all equally American.... Together, we
musl reject hate in all its forms. Together,
we musl also recommil 1o !:p-u.lcm,.'_ nal
again= acts of bigoiry, and purveyors of
hatred, whenever they might be kound.”

Pear] Renwick, a sophomore a1 Bayside
High School and a pariicipant in ihe
Virginia Center lor Inclusive Communities
Connections program for high  school
siudenis, addressed the crowd saying
“through conversations with diverse
people we are able 1o realize the danger
ol putting individuals in hoxes and he
beauty that comes when we break thos
bomes down. The wordd is 2 much betier
place when  everyone
leels they are an equally
imporiant part ol il
The kbundation for the
lature stans in schools,
amnd when we creale
more indusive insitu
tions and communities
ioday, we are sowing
the zeeds for a more
[rwitlal and loving
tomaorrow.  Inclusivity
and an open mind are
our true allies in the
war agains hale”

A showwcase of more

than 20 local organizations that allendees
oould learm more information about or
#ei involved with, was available alier the
speeches.

The [ilm, An Ad of Defiance, shown
in parinership with the Virginia Festival
ol Jewish Film, brought more than 500
peaple Lo the TOC Roper Thealer. Ar Ad of
Defiance tells the siory of 10 South Alrican
men, including Melson Mandela, who are
arrested for conspiring 10 commil sabo
lage and viclent acis apams=l the MEPIESSIVE
and Apaniheid South Alrican government.
Their lawyer, Bram Fischer, puts his life in
j!'t:l_?lil:\d}' o l-oe'e'p these men from receiv
ing Lhe death penaliy.

Following the film, a panel discus
sion moderaied by Harbara Hamm-lee,
ho=a of WHEVs Another View, leaiured
Iir. Reverend Sharon Riley of Faith
Deliverance Christizn Cender in Morlolk
and 2 member of HUBRS |eadership
Council; Faula Bazemore, Hampion Boads
pragram manager [or the Virginia Center
lor Inclusive Communities, and Rabhi
Jellrey Armowilz.

Fric Jolfe, 2 Sowh Alrican native and
Tidewaier transplant, also participated on
the pamel 1o offer his insight into South
Alrica ai the time of the lilm. |'|-:1:11r|.‘hr.5
io Jolle, “the movie was quile unsetiling
a= it porirayed the government and secu
rity police in swch a realisic way that one
was lransporied back o that dark time
in South Alrica’s hidory. Bram Fisher,
who headed up the delense of the ireason
trialisis, was 2 member of a prestigious
Alrikaner [amily. 1le gave up his position
in his community o [ollow his conscience.
lle experienced Lragedy in his lamily and
ullimately losi his own lile while jailed
kor the cause he believed in. In contrs,
the proseculor Percy Yuter came [rom
an liasiern Furopean Immigrant Jewish
[amily. Ironically both Fisher and Yuoter
ended up being reviled by their respective
conmmniL es.”

HUERs Buildimg Bridpes week offored many
apporiunitics for (ke Tidewaler community to
learn from each other. For more mformoion
on ITUAA, visit wew HTLH Busa org,



