Countering Hate
The urgency of this moment

By Daniel Staffenberg and

Jonathan Lur
The mumbers are stanrening
Danicl Sialemnbere The Anti-Defamation  Leamee’s
Cihief Fxecutive qrm recently released “Aodit of Anti-
_}wﬁh(ﬁmmﬂ; Semitke Incidents™  documented
Federation of Richmomd 1879 aitacks against Jewish people
' and  mstiotions o the Dniced

States lasl year
This wial marked a W%
merease over TG and a 0%
T mcrease over A 5. Statstics [rom
‘:’i’:::m::]m the FRI, the Virginia Office of
aﬁmrafﬁwﬂ'z:- the Avormey General and other
Ofpiions page of the spurces rellect a similar rise in
Thick I 'Fimes haic crimes tageting the Jewish,
Dispaich on Saturday, Muslim and African  American
My 18 - communitics,  LGET people,
immigrants  and  many  other

groups i Virgmia and across the
couniry.

The Richmond region is sadly
nesl imrmume 1o these realites. The
anli-Semitic, racist and
threatening raflitin at Godwin

el

Iigh School amd i Tenrico
County are just two examples.

That the three  ndividuals
allegredly responsibde for these acts
have been apprebended is a reich
bt the need 1o actively confront
hate remains. Far oo fregquently,
the Jewish Community Federation
ol Richmond and  the Virginia
Center for Indusive Communitics
receive reports of bias or bullying
al local schools, threats direcied a
houses of worship or harassment
m public spaces. Whether widcly
pubdicioed or known only by those
targeted, such incidents cause hun
and inspire fear

We are granhied by the
oulpouringg. o support and
concern from people of  all
backgroands in o the  mmediae
aliermath of hatred. For example,
this soludarity was demonstrated
by the more than 2500 peogle
mathered inounity just days alier

the: tragw: shooting at Tree of Life
Synagogue in Fitishurgh.

We regularly eoeve
meaningful expressions of  cane
lollowing  hateful  acis. These
miessages Iot those largeted know
that they are not alone. Such
ountreach i important and sincerely
appreciatod.

Ban the work of fighting anti-
Semitisrm, racsm and all looms of
bigory st happen all the tme,
and especially 1o prevent mcidents
from oceurring, Proactive work
must Lake place inoour schools,
workplaces aml throughout oor
comumunitics. The Vingnia Center
for lclusive  Communities  has
developed a three-pan framework
for ways that people can ACT 1o
counler hates Anabyee, Chomimit
amd "liach.

lirs, Wit recoammemd
that  mdividuals  analyae  how
stereotypes and bias have shaped

Jonathan Fur

Fresudeni & 1O

Virginia Cenler for

Tnclusive Commumiies
you, knowinghy and ankaowanghy:
Ask yoursell’ what carly messamnes
you  reeeived  about dilleremt
groupe. ldently opponumitics
mteract with people from dilferemt
backgrounds and reflect on the
power dynarmics in those seltings.
Fxplore where you can access
mformation that challenges your
brizasces.

With that kumdation, you then
commit o stepping oul ol your
combort zone. Reflloct on what
i keeping you from having the
hard comeersations. What makes
therm bard for you? And b can
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you overrome those barriers? Additionally,
search for local events and organteations that
provick: opporiunitics o connect across lines
of dilference. It i also helphul o propare
some phrases and actions 1o have ready in
case you ane confonted with hate

Finally, it is critical 1o teach what you an
learning. Be a light 1o others by speaking
up when you hear misinfrmation and
achvocate for inclusive policics and practies,
Ask yoursell: Who s most harmed by
martion il hate &0t confronied? Explore
what conditions allw hatred w exist in
our community. Identfy opportunitics o
achvocate for policics that stand agains hate
and arhvance eouity

‘What docs the ACT mode look like
in practice? Over the past siv months, the
Jewish Community Federation off Richmond
has jomed with the lslamee Cenler ol
Henrico, Islamic Center ol Virginia, Muslim
Coarmmunity Center of Chesterfickd, VO
Muslim Siwdent Association, West  Fnd
Islamic Center and Randolph-Macon ille]
Lo conmvene: “Stronger than [late.”

Members of the Mushm and _Jewish
comemunities  have wgether

oo

socialioe, build tnsting relationships and
plan volunteer opiporunities.

Swndarly, the Vigmia Center for
Inclusive Communitics’ Standing
“Together program is a diverse, inwerfaith
coalibon  that  engages  the  grealer
Richmond region w stand in solidarity
with targreicd communitics by promoting

justice and  advancing  human  dignity,

inclusion and cquity. This group has
comvened  many community events (o
support learning, relationship  bailding
and demonstrations of solidarity.

But there s so much maore 1o be donc.
The Rew e Manin Luther King e
said, “We are confronted with the Beroe
urgency of now. This is no tme for apathy
orcomplacency. This s a tme forvigoms
and positive action.” This moment in
2009 demands the same wrgency that De
King spoke o in 1967, For it is going o
taake all of us working together o fight the
rising Licde off bias.
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Ciomlancd firm ai condackginolusmene org,

4 | " Rpppcror | Juse 2019« ar/Sian 5779

For Federation events
& Jewish happenings

Like us on
Facebook

facebook.com/JCFRichmond

Did You Know?

The Jewish Community
Federation of Richmond
provides annual contributions to Birthright Israel.
Since 2000, more than 1,400 Jewish college students
and others from the Richmond area have taken part
in Birthright trips.
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