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Inclusive Communities Marks 75th Anniversary in 2010 
Organization Founded as Virginia Region of National Conference of Christians and Jews 
 

I n 1935, a team of Catholic, Jewish, and Protestant religious leaders known as 
the “Tolerance Trio” were invited to bring their message of interfaith under‐

standing to Virginia.  Their presentation at Lynchburg College attracted nearly 
1,000 people from all over the Commonwealth.  Those in attendance were so 
moved by the program’s message that they went back to their local communities 
and started chapters of what was then known as the Virginia Region of the Na‐
tional Conference of Christians and Jews. 
 

     Today, the Virginia Center for Inclusive Communities continues the vital 
work of the former NCCJ Virginia Region.  And, using the Christian and Jewish 
principles that inspired its founding, the organization promotes understanding 
and respect on all issues of diversity, for all age groups, all across Virginia.  “We 
are so proud to reach this milestone,” notes State Board Chair John G. Myers, Jr.   
“Inclusive Communities today remains a vibrant contributor to our Commonwealth, reaching thousands of young 
people and adults annually,” he adds.   
 

     The organization plans to incorporate 75th anniversary observances into its 2010 Humanitarian Awards Dinner 
events, and will also increase its marketing and outreach efforts throughout the year.  Additionally, the board is 
embarking on a strategic planning process that will ensure that the Virginia Center for Inclusive Communities’ 
work remains relevant and meaningful for years to come. 

A NEWSLETTER OF THE VIRGINIA CENTER FOR INCLUSIVE COMMUNITIES 

WINTER 2009/2010 

T he Virginia Center for Inclusive Communities is 
partnering with the Newport News Public 

Schools on an innovative new project to address and 
reduce the academic achievement gap.  Selected 
through a competitive bid process, Inclusive Com‐
munities will conduct work with selected elementary 
schools in Newport News, offering intensive training 
and support to educators and administrators through 
retreats, on‐site workshops, and the facilitation of 
school‐community partnerships.  Using an educa‐
tional framework that focuses on the “3 R’s:” rigor, 
relevance, and relationships, the year of programs 
will give adults the skills to foster school environ‐
ments in which students from all backgrounds can be 
academically successful. 
 

    A recent report from the Washington Post notes 
that “On a 500‐point scale, Virginia’s black students 
trailed white students by significant margins in 2007: 

23 points in fourth‐grade ; 28 points in eighth‐
grade math; and 20 points in fourth– and eighth– grade 
reading.”  The work that will be conducted by Inclu‐
sive Communities to address those gaps builds on 
programming developed by our affiliate office in Cali‐
fornia that has been described by the Institute for De‐
mocratic Renewal at Claremont Graduate University 
as “the most promising vehicle for eliminating racial 
and ethnic disparities and narrowing the educational 
achievement gap in the country.”   
 

     “For many years, Inclusive Communities has 
worked with educators and students to foster respect‐
ful and affirming classroom environments,” notes 
Jonathan C. Zur, President & CEO.  “Our organization 
is uniquely positioned to leverage this experience, as 
well as our strong connections all across Virginia, to 
support schools in their efforts to address and reduce 
the academic achievement gap.” 

Initiative Launched to Reduce Academic Achievement Gap 
Inclusive Communities Selected to Work with Newport News Public Schools  

VOICESof INCLUSION 

Colleges and Universities Benefit from Allies Institute 
Program Credited with Fostering Inclusive Campus Climates 
 

I n 2004, nearly 50 people from the University of Richmond participated in a 
pilot four‐day retreat conducted by the Virginia Center for Inclusive Com‐

munities.  The experience was so successful that the Allies Institute has been 
held each year since, now having trained over 225 students, faculty, and staff at 
UR.  Additionally, Allies is now expanding to other Virginia campuses, being 
offered to Lynchburg College in 2010 as part of their “Year of Alliances and 
Diversity” observance. 
 

     At the Allies Institute, representatives from a single college or university 
participate in interactive workshops, small group discussions, and experiential 
exercises designed to foster deep thinking about prejudice and discrimination.  
On the final day of the program, participants develop action plans to share 
their learning with peers at the sponsoring institution.   

 
     Learn more about the Allies Institute on page 3 
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  Message from the  
  President & CEO 

 

            Jonathan C. Zur 
 
 

 
 
 

T he Virginia Center for Inclusive Communi‐
ties conducts programs that promote un‐

derstanding and respect on all issues of diver‐
sity, for all age groups, all across Virginia.   
 
     ALL issues.  ALL ages.  ALL across Virginia.  
It is an ambitious undertaking that is linked to 
our 75‐year past and vital to our future success.  
We have never had a single constituency on 
whose behalf we worked.  Instead, by serving 
as an organization that combats prejudice in all 
of its forms, this organization models the very 
type of relationships that we promote to stu‐
dents and adults in our programs each day ‐‐ 
simply by living out our mission.    
 
     This newsletter highlights information 
about three of our current programs: CAN DO 
(our Connections Institute follow‐up program 
for high school students), the Allies Institute 
(our college retreat program), and our new Eq‐
uity Initiative (a partnership with administra‐
tors and teachers that is aimed at reducing the 
academic achievement gap).  In addition to 
working with three different age groups on a 
range of diversity issues, these programs serve 
different corners of our Commonwealth.  And, 
they are only a few of the many programs of‐
fered by our organization each day. 
 
     Inclusive Communities’ continued success is 
thanks to the support of so many Virginians 
who volunteer at our programs, serve on 
boards and committees, and contribute to cam‐
paigns like “Partners for Inclusion.”  I am 
grateful to the many people who have built 
and sustained this organization since its found‐
ing in 1935.  And, I am excited to work with 
people across the Commonwealth to lay the 
groundwork for our next 75 years of service. 

 

Chapter News 
 
 Lynchburg Chapter - Led by Dinner Chair Darrel W. 

Staat, President of Central Virginia Community Col‐
lege, the following people were recognized at the 
chapter’s Humanitarian Awards Dinner on May 28, 
2009: Terry H. Jamerson, Richard M. Lerner, Irma W. 
Seiferth (posthumously), Shannon R. Valentine, and  
G. Kenneth West.   Planning continues for the January 
2010 Allies Institute retreat for students at Lynchburg 
College and the annual STEP with Links middle 
school workshop scheduled for March. 

 
 Peninsula Chapter ‐ The following individuals and or‐

ganization will be honored at the chapter’s February 
25, 2010 Humanitarian Awards Dinner: Golden H. Be‐
thune‐Hill, Elva W. Hunt, Kenneth B. Murov, Nicholas 
E. Vlattas, Alan S. Witt, and W.M. Jordan Company.  
The Daily Press “Citizen of the Year” will also be rec‐
ognized that night.  In addition to offering the Project 
Inclusion program to both Newport News and Hamp‐
ton City Schools, the chapter will participate in the 
Southern Christian Leadership Conference’s Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Day observance. 

 
 Richmond Chapter ‐ Under the leadership of James C. 

Snyder of Odell Associates, the chapter’s October 27, 
2009 Humanitarian Awards Dinner recognized Viola 
O. Baskerville, Peter J. Bernard, Hugh F. Gouldthorpe, 
A.B. James, Alexander Lebenstein, and St. Joseph’s 
Villa.  Program work continues to support schools in 
the City of Richmond, and Chesterfield, Hanover, 
Henrico, and Powhatan Counties.  Additionally, the 
chapter worked with Leadership Metro Richmond in 
early December 2009, and offers the Allies Institute to 
the University of Richmond in January 2010. 

 
 Tidewater Chapter ‐ At the chapter’s Humanitarian 

Awards Dinner on March 25, 2010, Martin A. Einhorn, 
Corrine D. Jones, Jagdish A. Singh, Bruce L. Thomp‐
son, Edith G. White and TowneBank will be recog‐
nized.  Recent programming was held for the Hillel 
chapter at Old Dominion University, and the chapter 
is making plans for a March 2010 Diversity Dialogue 
Day for area high schools.  The 2009‐2010 NEXUS Se‐
ries focuses on “An Interfaith Exploration of Current 
Issues in Sexuality and Religion.” 
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“Top 40 Under 40” 
Board Member and CEO Recognized  

 

C ongratulations to board member Marc W. 
Cheatham and President & CEO Jonathan C. 

Zur for being named among Style Weekly’s “Top 
40 Under 40” in Richmond.  Both were profiled in 
the October 13, 2009, issue of the newspaper. 
 

     Cheatham is Senior Assistant for Policy in the 
Office of the Governor of Virginia.  As a high 
school student, he participated in the inaugural 
Connections Institute program sponsored by the 
Virginia Center for Inclusive Communities.  Since 
that time, he has been a dedicated volunteer for the 
organization.  After serving in the U.S. Marine 
Corps, Marc earned his degree from VCU before 
beginning work for Governor Kaine. 
 

     Zur began his tenure as President & CEO of the 
Virginia Center for Inclusive Communities on July 
1, 2009.  Previously the organization’s Chief Oper‐
ating Officer, he led a 152% increase in the number 
of programs offered by the organization since 2006. 

G olden Bethune‐Hill is Secretary of the Virginia Center for Inclu‐
sive Communities State Board of Direc‐
tors and Vice Chair of the Peninsula 
Chapter.  A resident of Hampton, she is 
an Executive Vice President at River‐
side Health System in Newport News. 

 

     Golden has had a long and successful career as a 
medical professional, having served hospitals in New 
Jersey, New York, and Lynchburg, Virginia before 
returning home to the Virginia Peninsula.  She earned 
her Bachelor of Science degree in Nursing from North 
Carolina A&T State University, and her Master’s De‐
gree in Nursing Administration from VCU.   
 

     An active member of the community, her involve‐
ment includes the boards of Access Partnership and 
the Virginia Air & Space Museum.  She has also been 
appointed by the Governor to two state commissions.  

B arry Einhorn and his family have a 
long history of leadership with the 

Virginia Center for Inclusive Communi‐
ties.  He currently serves as Treasurer of 
the State Board of Directors.  Along with 
his wife Lois, Barry co‐chaired the Tide‐
water Humanitarian Awards Dinner in 
2008, and the two were honorees in 1999.  
Children Marty and Wendy both join him on the Tide‐
water Chapter board, where Barry is past Chairman. 
 
     A retired dentist, Barry has held leadership roles in 
the African American/Jewish Coalition, the Jewish Com‐
munity Center of Tidewater, Operation Understanding 
Hampton Roads, the Optimist Club, Temple Israel, the 
Tidewater Dental Association, and many other organi‐
zations.  He earned his BA from the University of Vir‐
ginia, an MA from Old Dominion University, and his 
DDS from the Medical College of Virginia. 

Meet the Inclusive Communities Board 
Featured This Issue: Golden H. Bethune-Hill and Bernard I. Einhorn 

Partners for Inclusion 
Sustain Our Work 
 

I nclusive Communities’ mission of promoting under‐
standing and respect requires the dedication of board 

members and volunteers, as well as the financial sup‐
port of individuals, corporations, and foundations.  
Your donation goes a long way towards helping us de‐
liver much‐needed programs across Virginia. All tax‐ 
deductible contributions help the organization to reach 
even more people and make even more of a difference.  
 
 $1,000    $500     $250     $100        
 
Name:   

Street:   

City, State, Zip:   

Daytime Phone:   

Email:   
 

 Please make checks payable to “Inclusive Communities” 
5511 Staples Mill Road, #202   Richmond, VA 23228 



Givers up to $500 (continued) 
United Jewish Federation 
 of Tidewater 
Mr. W. Kent Van Allen Jr. 
Mr. Max V. Vest 
ViGYAN, Inc. 
Virginia Beach City Public Schools 
Virginia Holocaust Museum 
Mr. and Mrs. Nicholas E. Vlattas 
W. M. Jordan Company 
Ms. Jody M. Wagner 
Mr. George E. Wallace 
Dr. Rosanne D. Walters 
Mr. Howard Waters 
Ms. Jane G. Watkins 
Mrs. Elaine C. Watson 
WAVY-TV & FOX 43 
Dr. Nancy M. Welch 
Dr. G. Kenneth West 
Mr. Sterling A. Wilder 
Ms. Sherby Wilks 
Mr. & Mrs. Charles S. Willcox Jr. 
Mr. and Mrs. Caesar D. Williams 
Mrs. Geline B. Williams 
Ms. Hilda Williamson 
Ms. Rachel C. Wilson 
Dr. Robert A. Wilson 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert C. Wood III 
Mr. and Mrs. Warren S. Wood Jr. 
Dr. Donna E. Woods 
Dr. James W. Wright 
Mr. and Mrs. Wesley Wright Jr. 
Mr. Lucius C. Wyatt 
Mrs. Eleanor C. Wynne 
Dr. Chris S. Zambas 
Zel Technologies 

Honor Roll of Givers FY09 [ended June 30, 2009] 

 

Matching Gifts  
& United Way  
Contributors 

 

Our appreciation to the  
employees of these  

companies for making  
the extra effort to secure 
additional gifts for 

Inclusive Communities: 
 

 Bank of America 
 Hermitage High School 

In Honor of  
Mr. William A. Harrison, Jr.: 
Mr. & Mrs. Paul E. Kaplan 

 
 

In Honor of 
Mr. Charlie W. Hill: 

Mr. & Mrs. John H. Nash 
 
 

In Memory of   
Mr. Michael B. Huntley: 

Mr. William A. Harrison, Jr. 
 
 

In Honor of 
Mrs. Terry Hall Jamerson: 

Mr. Joe Stinnett 
 
 

In Honor of 
Mr. & Mrs. Joyce & Paul Kaplan: 

Mr. William A. Harrison, Jr. 
 
 

In Memory of 
Mr. & Mrs. Irving and Edith May: 

Mrs. Edith May Lebet 
 

In Honor of 
The Rev. Robb Moore: 

Mr. Max V. Vest 
 

In Honor of 
Dr. McKinley L. Price: 

Mrs. Valerie Scott Price 
 

In Honor of 
Rabbi Sylvia Scholnick: 

Mr. & Mrs. David S. Gussman 
Legum Bangel Foundation 

 
 

In Honor of 
Mrs. Miriam Seeherman: 

Mr. & Mrs. Irwin Brownstein 
Mr. & Mrs. Ira Gissen 

Mr. & Mrs. Gerald C. Jaffe 
Mr. Robert G. Liverman 

Ms. Sara R. Trub 
 
 

In Memory of 
Mrs. Irma W. Seiferth: 

Dr. & Mrs. William R. Cardwell 

In Honor of 
Mr. Mark B. Sisisky: 

Mr. & Mrs. Scott Belleman 
Mrs. Shirley J. Brown 

Ms. Susan F. Davis 
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel W. Dubansky 

Dr. & Mrs. S. Harold Horwitz 
Mrs. Catherine S. Plotkin 

 
 

In Memory of 
Mrs. Jean Spence: 

Dr. & Mrs. Louis W. Hodges 
Mrs. Eleanor L. Lipkin 

 
 

In Honor of 
Dr. Jeffrey B. Spence: 

Ms. Kathleen Burke Barrett 
Jones, Blechman, Woltz & Kelly 

Mr. Gilbert M. Rosenthal 
 
 

In Honor of 
Delegate Shannon R. Valentine: 

Ms. Virginia Huntington 

Honor and Memory Gifts during FY09 

Every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of these listings.   
Please contact us if you note an error in the reporting for the fiscal year 2009, which ended on June 30, 2009. 

 

Virginia Center for  Inclusive Communities    5511 Staples Mill Road, Suite 202    Richmond, VA 23228    (804) 515-7950  
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Grants that Enhance Inclusive Communities Programming 
 

Grantor:   Centra Health Foundation 
Program:  E.C. Glass High School Project Inclusion 
 

Grantor:   Gay Community Center of Richmond 
Program:  ROSMY Project Inclusion 
 

Grantor:   Greater Lynchburg Community Trust 
Program:  E.C. Glass High School Project Inclusion 
 

Grantors: William A. Harrison Jr. / Mr. & Mrs. Paul E. Kaplan 
Program:  Michael B. Huntley Scholarship for Youth Programming 
 

Grantor:   Lynchburg Retail Merchants Foundation 
Program:  E.C. Glass High School Project Inclusion 
 

Grantor:   R.E.B. Foundation of The Community Foundation serving Richmond and Central Virginia 
Program:  Harold M. Marsh Sr. Connections Institute 
 

Grantors:  Riverside Health System Foundation / Mrs. Valerie Scott Price & Family 
Program:  McKinley L. Price Action Grants for Newport News Project Inclusion Alumni 
 

Grantor:   Wachovia  Wells Fargo Foundation 
Program:  Prejudice Awareness Summit 
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Allies Institute [continued] 
 
     Student evaluations of the Allies Insti‐
tute consistently demonstrate the pro‐
gram’s effectiveness.  Below is a sampling 
of alumni responses: 
 
 "[Allies] surpassed my expectations beyond 

anything I could have imagined… It truly has 
been one of the best experiences of my life." 

 "I can't say enough how much I've learned 
about myself and other people.  I'm so 
psyched for what we're going to do in the 
future and I am really looking forward to  
continuing to change.” 

 "I will vouch with my whole heart to support 
more [retreats] and building the community 
even more." 

 "[Allies] has changed my perspective in a mat-
ter of days.  Now I hope that prejudice in any 
form can slowly become acceptance and un-
derstanding.  Everyone should get to experi-
ence this 'emotional roller coaster.'" 

 "It was emotional, effective, and challenging.  
I can't wait to start making changes." 

 "This was the tool I have been looking for." 

 "Helped me break away from intellectual to 
emotional.  I've rarely gained so much from 
an emotional and intellectual standpoint." 

 "I now feel the courage and strength to con-
tinue with my goals for cultural diversity." 

 "I feel that I have grown and become the per-
son that I want to continue to be.  Through 
[the retreat], I see things through a whole 
new light.  I feel less of a victim and more as a 
source to a solution." 

 

“CAN DO” Offers Year-Round 
Support to Connections Alumni 
Students Empowered to Spread Program Message 
 

D uring the week of August 16‐20, 2009, eleven high 
schools and one non‐profit organization sent teams of 

students to the Harold M. Marsh, Sr. Connections Institute, 
the Virginia Center for Inclusive Communities’ signature 
Emerging Leaders program.  The residential experience al‐
lowed student participants to break barriers, deal with biased 
behavior, and gain insight into their own lives and values.  
Throughout the 2009‐2010 school year, graduates will imple‐
ment action plans that they developed at Connections to 
share the program message with their peers in high schools 
across Virginia. 
 

     To provide ongoing support to Connections Institute stu‐
dent graduates, the Virginia Center for Inclusive Communi‐
ties facilitates “CAN DO,” the Connections Alumni Network 
for Diversity Outreach.  This initiative is offered in response 
to requests from schools and students for continued learning 
and support from Inclusive Communities after the meaning‐
ful summer experience. The program provides resources for 
students to implement their action plans, allows them to 
maintain a support network with other Connections gradu‐
ates, and gives students the skills to plan a Diversity Week at 
their schools in the spring.   
 

     “At CAN DO meetings, students will have the opportunity 
to share ideas, develop skills in planning an event, and fur‐
ther enhance their awareness on all issues of diversity,” states 
David E. LeFebvre, Program & Event Coordinator.  “We are 
pleased to offer this program to make sure that the Connec‐
tions Institute has the greatest possible outcomes for partici‐
pating students and schools.” 

Inclusive Communities Expands Online Presence 
 

I n an effort to stay in regular communication with supporters, the Vir‐
ginia Center for Inclusive Communities has increased its activity on the 

internet.  Visit www.inclusiveva.org for up‐to‐date information about our 
programs and events, as well as resources, board listings, and a complete 
calendar.  You can now also get regular updates by: 
 

 Becoming our fan at www.facebook.com/inclusiveva 
 

 Following us at www.twitter.com/inclusiveva 
 

 Viewing our videos at www.youtube.com/inclusiveva 



Virginia Center for Inclusive 
Communities gratefully rec‐
ognizes the financial gifts of 
the individuals and institu‐
tions whose generosity pro‐
vides the means to fulfill our 
mission.  The following gifts 
were made between July 1, 
2008, and June 30, 2009 (fiscal 
year FY09).  
 
Givers $10,000 and Above 
Bon Secours Virginia 
Daily Press 
Dominion 
R.E.B. Foundation 
Riverside Health System Foundation 
Wachovia Wells Fargo Foundation 
Wellspring Partners 
  
Givers $5,000 through $9,999 
Altria Group - Philip Morris USA 
Mr. Decker Anstrom 
Sister Cora Marie Billings R.S.M. 
Caprin Asset Management LLC 
Mr. and Mrs. William H. Goodwin Jr. 
Greater Lynchburg Community Trust 
MDR Associates 
Old Dominion University  
 
Givers $1,500 through $4,999 
American Red Cross - 
 Greater Richmond Chapter 
Ms. Andreanna Anastasiou 
Anthem Blue Cross and Blue Shield 
Atlantic Constructors 
Babcock & Wilcox Company 
Bank of America 
Bank of America Foundation 
Bay Electric Co. 
Beth Sholom Village 
Ms. Golden H. Bethune-Hill 
Dr. Virgie M. Binford 
Birdsong Corporation 
Bliley's 
Mr. William C. Boinest 
Bon Secours Hampton Roads 
Bon Secours Healthsource 
C. Kenneth & Dianne Wright Fdn 
Cary Street Partners 
ccrd partners 
Central Virginia Community College 
Central Virginia Health Network 
Cherry, Bekaert & Holland LLP 
City of Hampton 
City of Newport News 
City of Norfolk 
Covington International Travel 
Cycle Systems, Inc. 
Drucker & Falk 
Earl Industries LLC 
Ernst & Young LLP 

First Market Bank 
Free Agents Marketing 
Gay Community Center of Richmond 
Genworth Financial 
Goodman & Company 
H & H Grandis Properties 
Hampton University 
Mr. William A. Harrison Jr. 
Healthcare Marketing Systems 
Hirschler Fleischer 
Hunton & Williams 
IVY Ventures 
Mrs. Terry H. Jamerson 
Mr. Bill G. Jefferson Jr. 
Kathy Helm & Associates 
Landmark Media Enterprises 
Langley Federal Credit Union 
Dr. Guy G. Levy 
Lynchburg Retail Merchants Fdn 
M. H. West & Co. Inc. 
MacArthur Center 
Markel Corporation 
Mary Immaculate Hospital - 
 Bon Secours 
McGuireWoods LLP 
Mr. John G. Myers Jr. 
Newport News Public Schools 
Northrop Grumman Shipbuilding 
Odell Associates Inc. 
Old Point Financial Corporation 
Owens & Minor, Inc. 
Patient Advocate Foundation 
People to People 
Post Buckley Schuh & Jernigan 
Prestige Construction Group 
Dr. McKinley L. Price 
PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP 
Richmond Jewish Foundation 
Mr. Gilbert M. Rosenthal 
Mr. William T. Saunders Jr. 
Cong. Robert C. Scott 
Mr. Ward R. Scull III 
Mrs. Miriam Seeherman 
Dr. Donald Seitz 
Sentara Healthcare 
Mr. Robert F. Shuford 
Southeastern Institute of Research 
SunTrust - Richmond 
Supervalu Co. / Richfood Fdn. 
Ms. Christine N. Thomas 
Thomas Nelson Community College 
Thompson, Siegel & Walmsley 
Towne Financial Services 
TowneBank 
Ukrop's Super Market 
Union Bank & Trust 
Universal Leaf Tobacco Co. 
University of Richmond 
UPS Freight 
VA Peninsula Chap. Of 100 Black Men 
Delegate Shannon R. Valentine 
Virginia Commonwealth University 
Virginia Farm Bureau Insurance Co. 
Virginia Hospital Shared Service Corp. 
Virginia Transfer & Storage Co. 

Virginia Union University 
W. M. Jordan Co. 
Wall, Einhorn & Chernitzer, P.C. 
YMCA of Greater Richmond 
 
Givers $500 through $1,499 
Ms. Carolyn A. Abron-McCadden 
AECOM (DMJM+HARRIS INC) 
Mr. and Mrs. Farhad Aghdami 
Mr. Mike Anastasiou 
AREVA NP Inc. 
BB&T - Richmond 
Ms. Wendy Jo Einhorn Brodsky 
Mr. & Mrs. Rudolph H. Bunzl 
Dr. David D. Burhans 
C. B. Fleet Company, Inc. 
Campbell Insurance 
Mr. and Mrs. James K. Candler 
Capital Interior Contractors Inc. 
CapTech Ventures 
Carver Memorial Presbyterian Church 
Centra Health Foundation 
Centra Health, Inc. 
Chesapeake Regional Medical Ctr 
Chesapeake Sheriff's Office 
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas N. Chewning 
Commercial Electric Inc. 
Dr. Bertha L. Davis R.N. 
Dr. Gilbert F. DeBiasi 
Mr. Albert S. Diradour 
Dodson Bros. Exterminating Co 
Mr. Peter K. Doyle 
Dr. Bernard I. Einhorn 
English Construction Company, Inc. 
Imam Vernon M. Fareed 
Farm Fresh Charitable Foundation 
Mr. Stuart C. Fauber 
First Freedom Center 
Franklin Federal Savings Bank 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert L. Freeman 
Mr. Paul W. Garman 
Gumenick Management Co. 
Dr. Pamela Hammond 
Mrs. Norma B. Harvey 
Dr. and Mrs. Louis W. Hodges 
J. E. Jamerson & Sons, Inc. 
Jaffe Caplan Fleder 
Dr. Allix B. James 
Jewish Community Federation 
 of Richmond 
Mr. Allen R. Jones 
Mrs. Betsy O. Karotkin 
KPMG 
Rev. Joyce Kramer 
Mr. T. Gaylon Layfield III 
Liberty University 
Lynchburg College 
Lynchburg Community Action Group 
Lynchburg Jewish Community Council 
Mr. Steven A. Markel 
Media General, Inc. 
Rev. Herbert R. Moore Jr. 
Rev. Robert G. Moore III 
Norfolk State University 
Office of Human Affairs 

Pepsi Bottling Group 
Performance Food Group 
Mrs. Patricia W. Plaisted 
Port Hampton Press 
R. R. Donnelley 
Region 2000 Economic Dev. Council 
Dr. Claire M. Rosenbaum 
Senator Elliot S. Schewel 
Schewel Furniture Company 
Schwarzschild Fund 
Scott & Stringfellow Inc. 
Scott Insurance 
Mr. and Mrs. Stuart C. Siegel 
Mr. Mark B. Sisisky 
Mr. Bruce Smith 
Southern Air, Inc. 
St. Catherine's School 
St. Christopher's School 
Mr. Wallace Stettinius 
SunTrust - Hampton Roads 
SunTrust - Lynchburg 
SunTrust - Newport News 
Susan Bailey & Sidney Buford 
 Scott Trust 
Taylor & Parrish, Inc. 
Thalhimer Inc. 
The 200+ Men Foundation 
Tidewater Jewish Foundation 
Mr. and Mrs. Richard G. Tilghman 
Tredegar Corporation 
UBS Financial Services 
Unity Church of Tidewater 
URS Corporation 
Wachovia Bank 
YMCA of South Hampton Roads 
 
Givers up to $500 
Mrs. Carolyn Abbitt 
Mr. A. Marshall Acuff Jr. 
Ms. Beatriz A. Amberman 
An Achievable Dream 
Dr. Marika E. Anthony 
Atlantic  Dominion Distributors 
Mr. Jean Claude Aurel Jr. 
Delegate Mamye E. BaCote 
Dr. Daniel G. Bagby 
Mr. Robert L. Bailey 
Mr. and Mrs. Spencer R. Baker 
Bank of America United Way 
Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence J. Barclay 
Mrs. Forrestine S. Barnes 
Dr. Francis E. Barrett 
Ms. Kathleen Burke Barrett 
Ms. Jessica Myers Barsch 
Dr. & Mrs. Alan G. Bartel 
BB&T Lynchburg 
BB&T Hampton Roads 
Mr. and Mrs. Toney Beaty 
Mrs. Marina A. Becouvarakis 
Dr. & Mrs. Calvin L. Belkov 
Mr. and Mrs. Horace E. C. Bellamy 
Mr. & Mrs. Scott Belleman 
Rev. Melvin T. Blackwell 
Mrs. Elizabeth S. Blevins 
Dr. Hazel Garrison Bonner 
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Dr. Robert D. Bonner 
Mr. Raymond H. Boone Sr. 
Dr. Jeanne Booth 
Mrs. Carrie M. Boyd 
Mr. Charlie C. Boyd Jr. 
Boys & Girls Clubs of VA Peninsula 
Mr. and Mrs. Hubert Joris Bradby Jr. 
Ms. Rhonda Y. Bradby 
Mr. Michael V. Bradford 
Ms. Mary E. Bradley-Laster 
Mr. Alonzo Brandon 
Mr. Gerald R. Brink 
Mr. J. Alfred Broaddus Jr. 
Mr. John R. Broderick 
Mr. Edward L. Brown Sr. 
Dr. Lucille Murray Brown 
Mrs. Shirley J. Brown 
Mr. and Mrs. Irwin Brownstein 
Mr. Anthony A. Burke 
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas D. Byer 
Mr. Sam C. Canavos 
Capital Advisory Group 
Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Cardwell 
Dr. and Mrs. William R. Cardwell 
Mrs. Susan A. Carrington 
Mr. and Mrs. Homer F. Carter Jr. 
Mr. Marc W. Cheatham 
Dr. Saundra Cherry 
Mrs. Herbert A. Claiborne 
Mr. Clyde T. Clark Sr. 
Coleman-Adams Construction Co. 
Collins, Waters & Bridgman Agency 
Community Funeral Home 
Community Idea Stations 
Congregation Beth Ahabah 
Congregation Brith Achim 
Mrs. Deborah W. Conley 
Consolidated Bank & Trust Co. 
Mrs. Elsie L. Costulis 
Mr. Walter W. Craigie 
Crewstone Technologies Inc. 
Ms. Thursa D. Crittenden 
Mr. James A. Crocker Jr. 
CRT / tanaka 
Mr. E. Allen Culverhouse 
Mr. and Mrs. Herman L. Daniel 
Mr. R. Breckenridge Daughtrey 
Ms. Susan F. Davis 
Dr. Freddye T. Davy 
Mrs. Georgia M. Delbridge 
dia: Dave Iwans Associates 
Mrs. BettyAnn A. Dillon 
Mr. Leighton B. Dodd 
Mr. and Mrs. James L. Doherty 
Mr. & Mrs. Stanley W. Drucker 
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel W. Dubansky 
Dudley Cooper Realty Corporation 
Mr. & Mrs. James S. Eilberg 
Mrs. Lois F. Einhorn 
Mr. and Mrs. Frederick N. Elofson 
Faneuil Inc. 
Mr. Howard Feller 
Mr. Robert Fenning 
Mrs. Yvonne T. Ferguson 

Mr. Jack Paul Fine 
Mr. A. J. Z. Firestone 
First Capital Bank 
First National Bank of Altavista 
Ms. Bobbie Fisher 
Mr. G. S. Fitz-Hugh Jr. 
Dr. and Mrs. John Foster 
Mr. Richard Fowler 
Freedom Automotive Inc. 
The Frieden Agency 
Mr. Leslie H. Friedman 
Dr. and Mrs. Samuel P. Fuller 
Dr. Kenneth R. Garren 
Dr. William E. Gayle Jr. 
Georgetown Enterprises, Inc. 
Mrs. Jodi K. Gillette 
Mr. & Mrs. Ira Gissen 
Mrs. Elaine “Bootsie” Goldmeier 
Ms. Debra Gordon 
Mr. and Mrs. J. David Gray 
Ms. Louise P. Gregory 
Greif - Riverville Mill 
Mrs. Ellen S. Gross 
Mr. Matthew W. Grossman 
GroundWork Design 
Mr. and Mrs. David S. Gussman 
Rev. Michael D. Halley 
Mr. Brenton S. Halsey 
Hampton Roads Management Assoc 
Ms. Tanya Y. Hardy-Menard 
Mr. and Mrs. Howard Hargraves 
Mrs. Barbara McDaniel Harris 
Dr. Stuart H. Harris Jr. 
Haynes Furniture Co., Inc. 
Dr. Carla W. Heath 
Hellenic Women's Penelope Society 
Mr. and Mrs. Herbert L. Heltzer 
Heritage Wealth Advisors 
Ms. Melissa T. Hespenhide 
Mr. and Mrs. Paul O. Hirschbiel Jr. 
Hoffman Beverage Company 
Dr. and Mrs. James Holley 
Mr. Thaddeus B. Holloman Sr. 
Mrs. Josephine J. Holt 
Mr. Yuille “Skipper” Holt III 
Dr. & Mrs. S. Harold Horwitz 
Ms. Donna M. Hughes 
Ms. Virginia Huntington 
Dr. George A. Hurt 
Ms. Mary Ann Hutchinson 
Interfaith Cable TV Committee 
Int'l Longshoremen's Assoc. 
Irving May & Edith H. May Fdn 
Ms. Clara Belle Jackson 
Ms. Kelly T. Jackson 
Judge & Mrs. Marc Jacobson 
Mr. & Mrs. Gerald C. Jaffe 
Dr. Jim Jarrett 
Mrs. Joy L. Jefferson 
Dr. Raymond J. Jirran 
Mrs. Ada C. Johnson 
Mr. & Mrs. Curtis J. Johnson 
Mr. and Mrs. Eugene W. Johnson 
Mr. and Mrs. James A. Johnson 

Ms. Jean B. Jones 
Mr. William F. Jones 
Jones, Blechman, Woltz & Kelly, P.C. 
Miss Ettalea E. Kanter 
Mr. and Mrs. Paul E. Kaplan 
Ms. Mimi Sunshine Karesh 
Dr. Mohammad A. Karim 
Ms. Debra M. Keeling 
Kelleher Heating & Cooling 
Ms. Joanne Kelly 
Mrs. Carole Kenyon 
Dr. Michael J. Kokorelis 
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Kolodny 
Kramer Tire Company, Inc. 
Lackey Saunders Co. Inc. 
Mr. & Mrs. B. Leonard Laibstain 
Dr. & Mrs. Robert B. Laibstain 
Mr. Roy H. Lasris 
Legum Bangel Foundation 
Mr. Richard M. Lerner 
Mr. Harry T. Lester 
Dr. Wayne D. Lett 
Mr. and Mrs. Eugene M. Levin 
Mrs. Eleanor L. Lipkin 
Mr. & Mrs. Paul M. Lipkin 
Mr. Robert G. Liverman 
Lynchburg City Public Schools 
Lynchburg Covenant Fellowship 
Lynchburg Public Library 
Mr. and Mrs. James R. Lystlund 
M. K. Taylor, Jr. Contractors, Inc. 
Dr. and Mrs. Bradley Scott Malcolm 
Mr. Nathaniel X. Marshall 
Mr. William T. Mason Jr. 
Ms. Michelle A.W. McKinnon 
Judge Dennis F. McMurran 
Dr. Sudhir C. Mehrotra 
Mr. Peter M. Mellette 
Dr. Arlene J. Montgomery 
Mooers Volvo 
Judge Norman K. Moon 
Mr. Abby W. Moore 
Mr. John R. Morison 
Ms. Laura B. Munson 
Mrs. John G. Myers 
Ms. Sonya R. Nachman 
Mr. and Mrs. John H. Nash 
The Newport News Links, Inc. 
Norfolk City Public Schools 
Mrs. Ellen Nygaard 
Delegate Glenn Oder 
Mrs. A. G. Orphanidys 
Mr. R. Craig Parrent 
Mr. and Mrs. L. Kimball Payne III 
Mr. and Mrs. Francis A. Pineno 
Mrs. Annie C. Pinn 
Mr. H. Merrill Plaisted III 
Dr. Chris Platsoucas 
Mrs. Mae Barbee Pleasant 
Mrs. Catherine S. Plotkin 
Dr. Edward A. Polloway 
Ms. Anita O. Poston 
Ms. Patrice Walker Powell 
Mrs. Valerie Scott Price 

Dr. Kathryn M. Pumphrey 
Delegate Harry R. Purkey 
Dr. William F. Quillian Jr. 
Dr. Paul B. Rasor 
Mr. & Mrs. Myron H. Reinhart 
Mr. Charles Reynolds 
Mrs. Zelma Rivin 
Mr. C. David Robbins 
Mr. Walter S. Robertson III 
Ms. Angela M. Robinson 
Mr. & Mrs. William T. Roos 
Mr. A. P. Roosendaal II 
Mr. Kurt Rosenbach 
Mrs. Lila A. Rosenthal 
Mr. and Mrs. Isaac Ross 
Ms. Lucy Guggenheimer Ross 
Ms. Shanda K. Rowe 
Dr. Robert M. Rubin 
Mrs. Sara Jo Rubin 
Rubin Communications Group 
Salvation Army - Lynchburg 
Ms. Cindy Sanchez 
Mrs. Anastasia P. Savrides 
Mr. Marc A. Schewel 
Mr. and Mrs. John Sherman Jr. 
Silverman Furs 
Ms. Julia F. Simmons 
Mr. and Mrs. Terry R. Sisisky 
Mr. and Mrs. Craig R. Smith 
Mr. and Mrs. J. David Smith 
Dr. Stephen C. Smith 
Drs. Han & Kim Song 
Dr. Jeffrey B. Spence 
Ms. Alicia A. Spencer 
Mr. and Mrs. Cowles M. Spencer 
Spindel Agency 
Ms. Deborah K. Stearns 
Mr. Joe Stinnett 
Mr. Harold P. Straus 
Mr. Richard E. Strauss 
Sts. Constantine & Helen Greek 
 Orthodox Church 
Mr. and Mrs. William A. Stuart II 
Dr. Dianne B. Suber 
Mr. Michael Suttle Jr. 
Rev. Kevin G. Swann 
Dr. and Mrs. Robert Sydnor 
Mr. & Mrs. Harry Thalhimer 
Mr. Richard L. Thalhimer 
Mr. Frank J. Thornton 
Mrs. Marian Bear Ticatch 
Dr. and Mrs. Thomas C. Tiller Jr. 
Mr. Clarence L. Townes Jr. 
Mr. Michael S. Townes 
Adm. Harry D. Train II 
Tri-Cities Beverage Corporation 
Ms. Sara R. Trub 
Mrs. Cecelia T. Tucker 
Mr. Stuart J. Turille 
Mr. James E. Ukrop 
United Jewish Community of the 
 Virginia Peninsula 
 

(Continued on page 6) 
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Virginia Center for Inclusive 
Communities gratefully rec‐
ognizes the financial gifts of 
the individuals and institu‐
tions whose generosity pro‐
vides the means to fulfill our 
mission.  The following gifts 
were made between July 1, 
2008, and June 30, 2009 (fiscal 
year FY09).  
 
Givers $10,000 and Above 
Bon Secours Virginia 
Daily Press 
Dominion 
R.E.B. Foundation 
Riverside Health System Foundation 
Wachovia Wells Fargo Foundation 
Wellspring Partners 
  
Givers $5,000 through $9,999 
Altria Group - Philip Morris USA 
Mr. Decker Anstrom 
Sister Cora Marie Billings R.S.M. 
Caprin Asset Management LLC 
Mr. and Mrs. William H. Goodwin Jr. 
Greater Lynchburg Community Trust 
MDR Associates 
Old Dominion University  
 
Givers $1,500 through $4,999 
American Red Cross - 
 Greater Richmond Chapter 
Ms. Andreanna Anastasiou 
Anthem Blue Cross and Blue Shield 
Atlantic Constructors 
Babcock & Wilcox Company 
Bank of America 
Bank of America Foundation 
Bay Electric Co. 
Beth Sholom Village 
Ms. Golden H. Bethune-Hill 
Dr. Virgie M. Binford 
Birdsong Corporation 
Bliley's 
Mr. William C. Boinest 
Bon Secours Hampton Roads 
Bon Secours Healthsource 
C. Kenneth & Dianne Wright Fdn 
Cary Street Partners 
ccrd partners 
Central Virginia Community College 
Central Virginia Health Network 
Cherry, Bekaert & Holland LLP 
City of Hampton 
City of Newport News 
City of Norfolk 
Covington International Travel 
Cycle Systems, Inc. 
Drucker & Falk 
Earl Industries LLC 
Ernst & Young LLP 

First Market Bank 
Free Agents Marketing 
Gay Community Center of Richmond 
Genworth Financial 
Goodman & Company 
H & H Grandis Properties 
Hampton University 
Mr. William A. Harrison Jr. 
Healthcare Marketing Systems 
Hirschler Fleischer 
Hunton & Williams 
IVY Ventures 
Mrs. Terry H. Jamerson 
Mr. Bill G. Jefferson Jr. 
Kathy Helm & Associates 
Landmark Media Enterprises 
Langley Federal Credit Union 
Dr. Guy G. Levy 
Lynchburg Retail Merchants Fdn 
M. H. West & Co. Inc. 
MacArthur Center 
Markel Corporation 
Mary Immaculate Hospital - 
 Bon Secours 
McGuireWoods LLP 
Mr. John G. Myers Jr. 
Newport News Public Schools 
Northrop Grumman Shipbuilding 
Odell Associates Inc. 
Old Point Financial Corporation 
Owens & Minor, Inc. 
Patient Advocate Foundation 
People to People 
Post Buckley Schuh & Jernigan 
Prestige Construction Group 
Dr. McKinley L. Price 
PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP 
Richmond Jewish Foundation 
Mr. Gilbert M. Rosenthal 
Mr. William T. Saunders Jr. 
Cong. Robert C. Scott 
Mr. Ward R. Scull III 
Mrs. Miriam Seeherman 
Dr. Donald Seitz 
Sentara Healthcare 
Mr. Robert F. Shuford 
Southeastern Institute of Research 
SunTrust - Richmond 
Supervalu Co. / Richfood Fdn. 
Ms. Christine N. Thomas 
Thomas Nelson Community College 
Thompson, Siegel & Walmsley 
Towne Financial Services 
TowneBank 
Ukrop's Super Market 
Union Bank & Trust 
Universal Leaf Tobacco Co. 
University of Richmond 
UPS Freight 
VA Peninsula Chap. Of 100 Black Men 
Delegate Shannon R. Valentine 
Virginia Commonwealth University 
Virginia Farm Bureau Insurance Co. 
Virginia Hospital Shared Service Corp. 
Virginia Transfer & Storage Co. 

Virginia Union University 
W. M. Jordan Co. 
Wall, Einhorn & Chernitzer, P.C. 
YMCA of Greater Richmond 
 
Givers $500 through $1,499 
Ms. Carolyn A. Abron-McCadden 
AECOM (DMJM+HARRIS INC) 
Mr. and Mrs. Farhad Aghdami 
Mr. Mike Anastasiou 
AREVA NP Inc. 
BB&T - Richmond 
Ms. Wendy Jo Einhorn Brodsky 
Mr. & Mrs. Rudolph H. Bunzl 
Dr. David D. Burhans 
C. B. Fleet Company, Inc. 
Campbell Insurance 
Mr. and Mrs. James K. Candler 
Capital Interior Contractors Inc. 
CapTech Ventures 
Carver Memorial Presbyterian Church 
Centra Health Foundation 
Centra Health, Inc. 
Chesapeake Regional Medical Ctr 
Chesapeake Sheriff's Office 
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas N. Chewning 
Commercial Electric Inc. 
Dr. Bertha L. Davis R.N. 
Dr. Gilbert F. DeBiasi 
Mr. Albert S. Diradour 
Dodson Bros. Exterminating Co 
Mr. Peter K. Doyle 
Dr. Bernard I. Einhorn 
English Construction Company, Inc. 
Imam Vernon M. Fareed 
Farm Fresh Charitable Foundation 
Mr. Stuart C. Fauber 
First Freedom Center 
Franklin Federal Savings Bank 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert L. Freeman 
Mr. Paul W. Garman 
Gumenick Management Co. 
Dr. Pamela Hammond 
Mrs. Norma B. Harvey 
Dr. and Mrs. Louis W. Hodges 
J. E. Jamerson & Sons, Inc. 
Jaffe Caplan Fleder 
Dr. Allix B. James 
Jewish Community Federation 
 of Richmond 
Mr. Allen R. Jones 
Mrs. Betsy O. Karotkin 
KPMG 
Rev. Joyce Kramer 
Mr. T. Gaylon Layfield III 
Liberty University 
Lynchburg College 
Lynchburg Community Action Group 
Lynchburg Jewish Community Council 
Mr. Steven A. Markel 
Media General, Inc. 
Rev. Herbert R. Moore Jr. 
Rev. Robert G. Moore III 
Norfolk State University 
Office of Human Affairs 

Pepsi Bottling Group 
Performance Food Group 
Mrs. Patricia W. Plaisted 
Port Hampton Press 
R. R. Donnelley 
Region 2000 Economic Dev. Council 
Dr. Claire M. Rosenbaum 
Senator Elliot S. Schewel 
Schewel Furniture Company 
Schwarzschild Fund 
Scott & Stringfellow Inc. 
Scott Insurance 
Mr. and Mrs. Stuart C. Siegel 
Mr. Mark B. Sisisky 
Mr. Bruce Smith 
Southern Air, Inc. 
St. Catherine's School 
St. Christopher's School 
Mr. Wallace Stettinius 
SunTrust - Hampton Roads 
SunTrust - Lynchburg 
SunTrust - Newport News 
Susan Bailey & Sidney Buford 
 Scott Trust 
Taylor & Parrish, Inc. 
Thalhimer Inc. 
The 200+ Men Foundation 
Tidewater Jewish Foundation 
Mr. and Mrs. Richard G. Tilghman 
Tredegar Corporation 
UBS Financial Services 
Unity Church of Tidewater 
URS Corporation 
Wachovia Bank 
YMCA of South Hampton Roads 
 
Givers up to $500 
Mrs. Carolyn Abbitt 
Mr. A. Marshall Acuff Jr. 
Ms. Beatriz A. Amberman 
An Achievable Dream 
Dr. Marika E. Anthony 
Atlantic  Dominion Distributors 
Mr. Jean Claude Aurel Jr. 
Delegate Mamye E. BaCote 
Dr. Daniel G. Bagby 
Mr. Robert L. Bailey 
Mr. and Mrs. Spencer R. Baker 
Bank of America United Way 
Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence J. Barclay 
Mrs. Forrestine S. Barnes 
Dr. Francis E. Barrett 
Ms. Kathleen Burke Barrett 
Ms. Jessica Myers Barsch 
Dr. & Mrs. Alan G. Bartel 
BB&T Lynchburg 
BB&T Hampton Roads 
Mr. and Mrs. Toney Beaty 
Mrs. Marina A. Becouvarakis 
Dr. & Mrs. Calvin L. Belkov 
Mr. and Mrs. Horace E. C. Bellamy 
Mr. & Mrs. Scott Belleman 
Rev. Melvin T. Blackwell 
Mrs. Elizabeth S. Blevins 
Dr. Hazel Garrison Bonner 
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Dr. Robert D. Bonner 
Mr. Raymond H. Boone Sr. 
Dr. Jeanne Booth 
Mrs. Carrie M. Boyd 
Mr. Charlie C. Boyd Jr. 
Boys & Girls Clubs of VA Peninsula 
Mr. and Mrs. Hubert Joris Bradby Jr. 
Ms. Rhonda Y. Bradby 
Mr. Michael V. Bradford 
Ms. Mary E. Bradley-Laster 
Mr. Alonzo Brandon 
Mr. Gerald R. Brink 
Mr. J. Alfred Broaddus Jr. 
Mr. John R. Broderick 
Mr. Edward L. Brown Sr. 
Dr. Lucille Murray Brown 
Mrs. Shirley J. Brown 
Mr. and Mrs. Irwin Brownstein 
Mr. Anthony A. Burke 
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas D. Byer 
Mr. Sam C. Canavos 
Capital Advisory Group 
Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Cardwell 
Dr. and Mrs. William R. Cardwell 
Mrs. Susan A. Carrington 
Mr. and Mrs. Homer F. Carter Jr. 
Mr. Marc W. Cheatham 
Dr. Saundra Cherry 
Mrs. Herbert A. Claiborne 
Mr. Clyde T. Clark Sr. 
Coleman-Adams Construction Co. 
Collins, Waters & Bridgman Agency 
Community Funeral Home 
Community Idea Stations 
Congregation Beth Ahabah 
Congregation Brith Achim 
Mrs. Deborah W. Conley 
Consolidated Bank & Trust Co. 
Mrs. Elsie L. Costulis 
Mr. Walter W. Craigie 
Crewstone Technologies Inc. 
Ms. Thursa D. Crittenden 
Mr. James A. Crocker Jr. 
CRT / tanaka 
Mr. E. Allen Culverhouse 
Mr. and Mrs. Herman L. Daniel 
Mr. R. Breckenridge Daughtrey 
Ms. Susan F. Davis 
Dr. Freddye T. Davy 
Mrs. Georgia M. Delbridge 
dia: Dave Iwans Associates 
Mrs. BettyAnn A. Dillon 
Mr. Leighton B. Dodd 
Mr. and Mrs. James L. Doherty 
Mr. & Mrs. Stanley W. Drucker 
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel W. Dubansky 
Dudley Cooper Realty Corporation 
Mr. & Mrs. James S. Eilberg 
Mrs. Lois F. Einhorn 
Mr. and Mrs. Frederick N. Elofson 
Faneuil Inc. 
Mr. Howard Feller 
Mr. Robert Fenning 
Mrs. Yvonne T. Ferguson 

Mr. Jack Paul Fine 
Mr. A. J. Z. Firestone 
First Capital Bank 
First National Bank of Altavista 
Ms. Bobbie Fisher 
Mr. G. S. Fitz-Hugh Jr. 
Dr. and Mrs. John Foster 
Mr. Richard Fowler 
Freedom Automotive Inc. 
The Frieden Agency 
Mr. Leslie H. Friedman 
Dr. and Mrs. Samuel P. Fuller 
Dr. Kenneth R. Garren 
Dr. William E. Gayle Jr. 
Georgetown Enterprises, Inc. 
Mrs. Jodi K. Gillette 
Mr. & Mrs. Ira Gissen 
Mrs. Elaine “Bootsie” Goldmeier 
Ms. Debra Gordon 
Mr. and Mrs. J. David Gray 
Ms. Louise P. Gregory 
Greif - Riverville Mill 
Mrs. Ellen S. Gross 
Mr. Matthew W. Grossman 
GroundWork Design 
Mr. and Mrs. David S. Gussman 
Rev. Michael D. Halley 
Mr. Brenton S. Halsey 
Hampton Roads Management Assoc 
Ms. Tanya Y. Hardy-Menard 
Mr. and Mrs. Howard Hargraves 
Mrs. Barbara McDaniel Harris 
Dr. Stuart H. Harris Jr. 
Haynes Furniture Co., Inc. 
Dr. Carla W. Heath 
Hellenic Women's Penelope Society 
Mr. and Mrs. Herbert L. Heltzer 
Heritage Wealth Advisors 
Ms. Melissa T. Hespenhide 
Mr. and Mrs. Paul O. Hirschbiel Jr. 
Hoffman Beverage Company 
Dr. and Mrs. James Holley 
Mr. Thaddeus B. Holloman Sr. 
Mrs. Josephine J. Holt 
Mr. Yuille “Skipper” Holt III 
Dr. & Mrs. S. Harold Horwitz 
Ms. Donna M. Hughes 
Ms. Virginia Huntington 
Dr. George A. Hurt 
Ms. Mary Ann Hutchinson 
Interfaith Cable TV Committee 
Int'l Longshoremen's Assoc. 
Irving May & Edith H. May Fdn 
Ms. Clara Belle Jackson 
Ms. Kelly T. Jackson 
Judge & Mrs. Marc Jacobson 
Mr. & Mrs. Gerald C. Jaffe 
Dr. Jim Jarrett 
Mrs. Joy L. Jefferson 
Dr. Raymond J. Jirran 
Mrs. Ada C. Johnson 
Mr. & Mrs. Curtis J. Johnson 
Mr. and Mrs. Eugene W. Johnson 
Mr. and Mrs. James A. Johnson 

Ms. Jean B. Jones 
Mr. William F. Jones 
Jones, Blechman, Woltz & Kelly, P.C. 
Miss Ettalea E. Kanter 
Mr. and Mrs. Paul E. Kaplan 
Ms. Mimi Sunshine Karesh 
Dr. Mohammad A. Karim 
Ms. Debra M. Keeling 
Kelleher Heating & Cooling 
Ms. Joanne Kelly 
Mrs. Carole Kenyon 
Dr. Michael J. Kokorelis 
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Kolodny 
Kramer Tire Company, Inc. 
Lackey Saunders Co. Inc. 
Mr. & Mrs. B. Leonard Laibstain 
Dr. & Mrs. Robert B. Laibstain 
Mr. Roy H. Lasris 
Legum Bangel Foundation 
Mr. Richard M. Lerner 
Mr. Harry T. Lester 
Dr. Wayne D. Lett 
Mr. and Mrs. Eugene M. Levin 
Mrs. Eleanor L. Lipkin 
Mr. & Mrs. Paul M. Lipkin 
Mr. Robert G. Liverman 
Lynchburg City Public Schools 
Lynchburg Covenant Fellowship 
Lynchburg Public Library 
Mr. and Mrs. James R. Lystlund 
M. K. Taylor, Jr. Contractors, Inc. 
Dr. and Mrs. Bradley Scott Malcolm 
Mr. Nathaniel X. Marshall 
Mr. William T. Mason Jr. 
Ms. Michelle A.W. McKinnon 
Judge Dennis F. McMurran 
Dr. Sudhir C. Mehrotra 
Mr. Peter M. Mellette 
Dr. Arlene J. Montgomery 
Mooers Volvo 
Judge Norman K. Moon 
Mr. Abby W. Moore 
Mr. John R. Morison 
Ms. Laura B. Munson 
Mrs. John G. Myers 
Ms. Sonya R. Nachman 
Mr. and Mrs. John H. Nash 
The Newport News Links, Inc. 
Norfolk City Public Schools 
Mrs. Ellen Nygaard 
Delegate Glenn Oder 
Mrs. A. G. Orphanidys 
Mr. R. Craig Parrent 
Mr. and Mrs. L. Kimball Payne III 
Mr. and Mrs. Francis A. Pineno 
Mrs. Annie C. Pinn 
Mr. H. Merrill Plaisted III 
Dr. Chris Platsoucas 
Mrs. Mae Barbee Pleasant 
Mrs. Catherine S. Plotkin 
Dr. Edward A. Polloway 
Ms. Anita O. Poston 
Ms. Patrice Walker Powell 
Mrs. Valerie Scott Price 

Dr. Kathryn M. Pumphrey 
Delegate Harry R. Purkey 
Dr. William F. Quillian Jr. 
Dr. Paul B. Rasor 
Mr. & Mrs. Myron H. Reinhart 
Mr. Charles Reynolds 
Mrs. Zelma Rivin 
Mr. C. David Robbins 
Mr. Walter S. Robertson III 
Ms. Angela M. Robinson 
Mr. & Mrs. William T. Roos 
Mr. A. P. Roosendaal II 
Mr. Kurt Rosenbach 
Mrs. Lila A. Rosenthal 
Mr. and Mrs. Isaac Ross 
Ms. Lucy Guggenheimer Ross 
Ms. Shanda K. Rowe 
Dr. Robert M. Rubin 
Mrs. Sara Jo Rubin 
Rubin Communications Group 
Salvation Army - Lynchburg 
Ms. Cindy Sanchez 
Mrs. Anastasia P. Savrides 
Mr. Marc A. Schewel 
Mr. and Mrs. John Sherman Jr. 
Silverman Furs 
Ms. Julia F. Simmons 
Mr. and Mrs. Terry R. Sisisky 
Mr. and Mrs. Craig R. Smith 
Mr. and Mrs. J. David Smith 
Dr. Stephen C. Smith 
Drs. Han & Kim Song 
Dr. Jeffrey B. Spence 
Ms. Alicia A. Spencer 
Mr. and Mrs. Cowles M. Spencer 
Spindel Agency 
Ms. Deborah K. Stearns 
Mr. Joe Stinnett 
Mr. Harold P. Straus 
Mr. Richard E. Strauss 
Sts. Constantine & Helen Greek 
 Orthodox Church 
Mr. and Mrs. William A. Stuart II 
Dr. Dianne B. Suber 
Mr. Michael Suttle Jr. 
Rev. Kevin G. Swann 
Dr. and Mrs. Robert Sydnor 
Mr. & Mrs. Harry Thalhimer 
Mr. Richard L. Thalhimer 
Mr. Frank J. Thornton 
Mrs. Marian Bear Ticatch 
Dr. and Mrs. Thomas C. Tiller Jr. 
Mr. Clarence L. Townes Jr. 
Mr. Michael S. Townes 
Adm. Harry D. Train II 
Tri-Cities Beverage Corporation 
Ms. Sara R. Trub 
Mrs. Cecelia T. Tucker 
Mr. Stuart J. Turille 
Mr. James E. Ukrop 
United Jewish Community of the 
 Virginia Peninsula 
 

(Continued on page 6) 

Honor Roll of Givers FY09 [ended June 30, 2009] 
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Givers up to $500 (continued) 
United Jewish Federation 
 of Tidewater 
Mr. W. Kent Van Allen Jr. 
Mr. Max V. Vest 
ViGYAN, Inc. 
Virginia Beach City Public Schools 
Virginia Holocaust Museum 
Mr. and Mrs. Nicholas E. Vlattas 
W. M. Jordan Company 
Ms. Jody M. Wagner 
Mr. George E. Wallace 
Dr. Rosanne D. Walters 
Mr. Howard Waters 
Ms. Jane G. Watkins 
Mrs. Elaine C. Watson 
WAVY-TV & FOX 43 
Dr. Nancy M. Welch 
Dr. G. Kenneth West 
Mr. Sterling A. Wilder 
Ms. Sherby Wilks 
Mr. & Mrs. Charles S. Willcox Jr. 
Mr. and Mrs. Caesar D. Williams 
Mrs. Geline B. Williams 
Ms. Hilda Williamson 
Ms. Rachel C. Wilson 
Dr. Robert A. Wilson 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert C. Wood III 
Mr. and Mrs. Warren S. Wood Jr. 
Dr. Donna E. Woods 
Dr. James W. Wright 
Mr. and Mrs. Wesley Wright Jr. 
Mr. Lucius C. Wyatt 
Mrs. Eleanor C. Wynne 
Dr. Chris S. Zambas 
Zel Technologies 

Honor Roll of Givers FY09 [ended June 30, 2009] 

 

Matching Gifts  
& United Way  
Contributors 

 

Our appreciation to the  
employees of these  

companies for making  
the extra effort to secure 
additional gifts for 

Inclusive Communities: 
 

 Bank of America 
 Hermitage High School 

In Honor of  
Mr. William A. Harrison, Jr.: 
Mr. & Mrs. Paul E. Kaplan 

 
 

In Honor of 
Mr. Charlie W. Hill: 

Mr. & Mrs. John H. Nash 
 
 

In Memory of   
Mr. Michael B. Huntley: 

Mr. William A. Harrison, Jr. 
 
 

In Honor of 
Mrs. Terry Hall Jamerson: 

Mr. Joe Stinnett 
 
 

In Honor of 
Mr. & Mrs. Joyce & Paul Kaplan: 

Mr. William A. Harrison, Jr. 
 
 

In Memory of 
Mr. & Mrs. Irving and Edith May: 

Mrs. Edith May Lebet 
 

In Honor of 
The Rev. Robb Moore: 

Mr. Max V. Vest 
 

In Honor of 
Dr. McKinley L. Price: 

Mrs. Valerie Scott Price 
 

In Honor of 
Rabbi Sylvia Scholnick: 

Mr. & Mrs. David S. Gussman 
Legum Bangel Foundation 

 
 

In Honor of 
Mrs. Miriam Seeherman: 

Mr. & Mrs. Irwin Brownstein 
Mr. & Mrs. Ira Gissen 

Mr. & Mrs. Gerald C. Jaffe 
Mr. Robert G. Liverman 

Ms. Sara R. Trub 
 
 

In Memory of 
Mrs. Irma W. Seiferth: 

Dr. & Mrs. William R. Cardwell 

In Honor of 
Mr. Mark B. Sisisky: 

Mr. & Mrs. Scott Belleman 
Mrs. Shirley J. Brown 

Ms. Susan F. Davis 
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel W. Dubansky 

Dr. & Mrs. S. Harold Horwitz 
Mrs. Catherine S. Plotkin 

 
 

In Memory of 
Mrs. Jean Spence: 

Dr. & Mrs. Louis W. Hodges 
Mrs. Eleanor L. Lipkin 

 
 

In Honor of 
Dr. Jeffrey B. Spence: 

Ms. Kathleen Burke Barrett 
Jones, Blechman, Woltz & Kelly 

Mr. Gilbert M. Rosenthal 
 
 

In Honor of 
Delegate Shannon R. Valentine: 

Ms. Virginia Huntington 

Honor and Memory Gifts during FY09 

Every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of these listings.   
Please contact us if you note an error in the reporting for the fiscal year 2009, which ended on June 30, 2009. 

 

Virginia Center for  Inclusive Communities    5511 Staples Mill Road, Suite 202    Richmond, VA 23228    (804) 515-7950  
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Grants that Enhance Inclusive Communities Programming 
 

Grantor:   Centra Health Foundation 
Program:  E.C. Glass High School Project Inclusion 
 

Grantor:   Gay Community Center of Richmond 
Program:  ROSMY Project Inclusion 
 

Grantor:   Greater Lynchburg Community Trust 
Program:  E.C. Glass High School Project Inclusion 
 

Grantors: William A. Harrison Jr. / Mr. & Mrs. Paul E. Kaplan 
Program:  Michael B. Huntley Scholarship for Youth Programming 
 

Grantor:   Lynchburg Retail Merchants Foundation 
Program:  E.C. Glass High School Project Inclusion 
 

Grantor:   R.E.B. Foundation of The Community Foundation serving Richmond and Central Virginia 
Program:  Harold M. Marsh Sr. Connections Institute 
 

Grantors:  Riverside Health System Foundation / Mrs. Valerie Scott Price & Family 
Program:  McKinley L. Price Action Grants for Newport News Project Inclusion Alumni 
 

Grantor:   Wachovia  Wells Fargo Foundation 
Program:  Prejudice Awareness Summit 
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Allies Institute [continued] 
 
     Student evaluations of the Allies Insti‐
tute consistently demonstrate the pro‐
gram’s effectiveness.  Below is a sampling 
of alumni responses: 
 
 "[Allies] surpassed my expectations beyond 

anything I could have imagined… It truly has 
been one of the best experiences of my life." 

 "I can't say enough how much I've learned 
about myself and other people.  I'm so 
psyched for what we're going to do in the 
future and I am really looking forward to  
continuing to change.” 

 "I will vouch with my whole heart to support 
more [retreats] and building the community 
even more." 

 "[Allies] has changed my perspective in a mat-
ter of days.  Now I hope that prejudice in any 
form can slowly become acceptance and un-
derstanding.  Everyone should get to experi-
ence this 'emotional roller coaster.'" 

 "It was emotional, effective, and challenging.  
I can't wait to start making changes." 

 "This was the tool I have been looking for." 

 "Helped me break away from intellectual to 
emotional.  I've rarely gained so much from 
an emotional and intellectual standpoint." 

 "I now feel the courage and strength to con-
tinue with my goals for cultural diversity." 

 "I feel that I have grown and become the per-
son that I want to continue to be.  Through 
[the retreat], I see things through a whole 
new light.  I feel less of a victim and more as a 
source to a solution." 

 

“CAN DO” Offers Year-Round 
Support to Connections Alumni 
Students Empowered to Spread Program Message 
 

D uring the week of August 16‐20, 2009, eleven high 
schools and one non‐profit organization sent teams of 

students to the Harold M. Marsh, Sr. Connections Institute, 
the Virginia Center for Inclusive Communities’ signature 
Emerging Leaders program.  The residential experience al‐
lowed student participants to break barriers, deal with biased 
behavior, and gain insight into their own lives and values.  
Throughout the 2009‐2010 school year, graduates will imple‐
ment action plans that they developed at Connections to 
share the program message with their peers in high schools 
across Virginia. 
 

     To provide ongoing support to Connections Institute stu‐
dent graduates, the Virginia Center for Inclusive Communi‐
ties facilitates “CAN DO,” the Connections Alumni Network 
for Diversity Outreach.  This initiative is offered in response 
to requests from schools and students for continued learning 
and support from Inclusive Communities after the meaning‐
ful summer experience. The program provides resources for 
students to implement their action plans, allows them to 
maintain a support network with other Connections gradu‐
ates, and gives students the skills to plan a Diversity Week at 
their schools in the spring.   
 

     “At CAN DO meetings, students will have the opportunity 
to share ideas, develop skills in planning an event, and fur‐
ther enhance their awareness on all issues of diversity,” states 
David E. LeFebvre, Program & Event Coordinator.  “We are 
pleased to offer this program to make sure that the Connec‐
tions Institute has the greatest possible outcomes for partici‐
pating students and schools.” 

Inclusive Communities Expands Online Presence 
 

I n an effort to stay in regular communication with supporters, the Vir‐
ginia Center for Inclusive Communities has increased its activity on the 

internet.  Visit www.inclusiveva.org for up‐to‐date information about our 
programs and events, as well as resources, board listings, and a complete 
calendar.  You can now also get regular updates by: 
 

 Becoming our fan at www.facebook.com/inclusiveva 
 

 Following us at www.twitter.com/inclusiveva 
 

 Viewing our videos at www.youtube.com/inclusiveva 
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  Message from the  
  President & CEO 

 

            Jonathan C. Zur 
 
 

 
 
 

T he Virginia Center for Inclusive Communi‐
ties conducts programs that promote un‐

derstanding and respect on all issues of diver‐
sity, for all age groups, all across Virginia.   
 
     ALL issues.  ALL ages.  ALL across Virginia.  
It is an ambitious undertaking that is linked to 
our 75‐year past and vital to our future success.  
We have never had a single constituency on 
whose behalf we worked.  Instead, by serving 
as an organization that combats prejudice in all 
of its forms, this organization models the very 
type of relationships that we promote to stu‐
dents and adults in our programs each day ‐‐ 
simply by living out our mission.    
 
     This newsletter highlights information 
about three of our current programs: CAN DO 
(our Connections Institute follow‐up program 
for high school students), the Allies Institute 
(our college retreat program), and our new Eq‐
uity Initiative (a partnership with administra‐
tors and teachers that is aimed at reducing the 
academic achievement gap).  In addition to 
working with three different age groups on a 
range of diversity issues, these programs serve 
different corners of our Commonwealth.  And, 
they are only a few of the many programs of‐
fered by our organization each day. 
 
     Inclusive Communities’ continued success is 
thanks to the support of so many Virginians 
who volunteer at our programs, serve on 
boards and committees, and contribute to cam‐
paigns like “Partners for Inclusion.”  I am 
grateful to the many people who have built 
and sustained this organization since its found‐
ing in 1935.  And, I am excited to work with 
people across the Commonwealth to lay the 
groundwork for our next 75 years of service. 

 

Chapter News 
 
 Lynchburg Chapter - Led by Dinner Chair Darrel W. 

Staat, President of Central Virginia Community Col‐
lege, the following people were recognized at the 
chapter’s Humanitarian Awards Dinner on May 28, 
2009: Terry H. Jamerson, Richard M. Lerner, Irma W. 
Seiferth (posthumously), Shannon R. Valentine, and  
G. Kenneth West.   Planning continues for the January 
2010 Allies Institute retreat for students at Lynchburg 
College and the annual STEP with Links middle 
school workshop scheduled for March. 

 
 Peninsula Chapter ‐ The following individuals and or‐

ganization will be honored at the chapter’s February 
25, 2010 Humanitarian Awards Dinner: Golden H. Be‐
thune‐Hill, Elva W. Hunt, Kenneth B. Murov, Nicholas 
E. Vlattas, Alan S. Witt, and W.M. Jordan Company.  
The Daily Press “Citizen of the Year” will also be rec‐
ognized that night.  In addition to offering the Project 
Inclusion program to both Newport News and Hamp‐
ton City Schools, the chapter will participate in the 
Southern Christian Leadership Conference’s Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Day observance. 

 
 Richmond Chapter ‐ Under the leadership of James C. 

Snyder of Odell Associates, the chapter’s October 27, 
2009 Humanitarian Awards Dinner recognized Viola 
O. Baskerville, Peter J. Bernard, Hugh F. Gouldthorpe, 
A.B. James, Alexander Lebenstein, and St. Joseph’s 
Villa.  Program work continues to support schools in 
the City of Richmond, and Chesterfield, Hanover, 
Henrico, and Powhatan Counties.  Additionally, the 
chapter worked with Leadership Metro Richmond in 
early December 2009, and offers the Allies Institute to 
the University of Richmond in January 2010. 

 
 Tidewater Chapter ‐ At the chapter’s Humanitarian 

Awards Dinner on March 25, 2010, Martin A. Einhorn, 
Corrine D. Jones, Jagdish A. Singh, Bruce L. Thomp‐
son, Edith G. White and TowneBank will be recog‐
nized.  Recent programming was held for the Hillel 
chapter at Old Dominion University, and the chapter 
is making plans for a March 2010 Diversity Dialogue 
Day for area high schools.  The 2009‐2010 NEXUS Se‐
ries focuses on “An Interfaith Exploration of Current 
Issues in Sexuality and Religion.” 
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“Top 40 Under 40” 
Board Member and CEO Recognized  

 

C ongratulations to board member Marc W. 
Cheatham and President & CEO Jonathan C. 

Zur for being named among Style Weekly’s “Top 
40 Under 40” in Richmond.  Both were profiled in 
the October 13, 2009, issue of the newspaper. 
 

     Cheatham is Senior Assistant for Policy in the 
Office of the Governor of Virginia.  As a high 
school student, he participated in the inaugural 
Connections Institute program sponsored by the 
Virginia Center for Inclusive Communities.  Since 
that time, he has been a dedicated volunteer for the 
organization.  After serving in the U.S. Marine 
Corps, Marc earned his degree from VCU before 
beginning work for Governor Kaine. 
 

     Zur began his tenure as President & CEO of the 
Virginia Center for Inclusive Communities on July 
1, 2009.  Previously the organization’s Chief Oper‐
ating Officer, he led a 152% increase in the number 
of programs offered by the organization since 2006. 

G olden Bethune‐Hill is Secretary of the Virginia Center for Inclu‐
sive Communities State Board of Direc‐
tors and Vice Chair of the Peninsula 
Chapter.  A resident of Hampton, she is 
an Executive Vice President at River‐
side Health System in Newport News. 

 

     Golden has had a long and successful career as a 
medical professional, having served hospitals in New 
Jersey, New York, and Lynchburg, Virginia before 
returning home to the Virginia Peninsula.  She earned 
her Bachelor of Science degree in Nursing from North 
Carolina A&T State University, and her Master’s De‐
gree in Nursing Administration from VCU.   
 

     An active member of the community, her involve‐
ment includes the boards of Access Partnership and 
the Virginia Air & Space Museum.  She has also been 
appointed by the Governor to two state commissions.  

B arry Einhorn and his family have a 
long history of leadership with the 

Virginia Center for Inclusive Communi‐
ties.  He currently serves as Treasurer of 
the State Board of Directors.  Along with 
his wife Lois, Barry co‐chaired the Tide‐
water Humanitarian Awards Dinner in 
2008, and the two were honorees in 1999.  
Children Marty and Wendy both join him on the Tide‐
water Chapter board, where Barry is past Chairman. 
 
     A retired dentist, Barry has held leadership roles in 
the African American/Jewish Coalition, the Jewish Com‐
munity Center of Tidewater, Operation Understanding 
Hampton Roads, the Optimist Club, Temple Israel, the 
Tidewater Dental Association, and many other organi‐
zations.  He earned his BA from the University of Vir‐
ginia, an MA from Old Dominion University, and his 
DDS from the Medical College of Virginia. 

Meet the Inclusive Communities Board 
Featured This Issue: Golden H. Bethune-Hill and Bernard I. Einhorn 

Partners for Inclusion 
Sustain Our Work 
 

I nclusive Communities’ mission of promoting under‐
standing and respect requires the dedication of board 

members and volunteers, as well as the financial sup‐
port of individuals, corporations, and foundations.  
Your donation goes a long way towards helping us de‐
liver much‐needed programs across Virginia. All tax‐ 
deductible contributions help the organization to reach 
even more people and make even more of a difference.  
 
 $1,000    $500     $250     $100        
 
Name:   

Street:   

City, State, Zip:   

Daytime Phone:   

Email:   
 

 Please make checks payable to “Inclusive Communities” 
5511 Staples Mill Road, #202   Richmond, VA 23228 



5511 Staples Mill Road, Suite 202 
Richmond, VA 23228 

 
 
Jonathan C. Zur 
President & CEO 
 
 
Martha C. Britton 
Office Assistant 
 
David E. LeFebvre 
Program & Event Coordinator 
 
Martie O’Connell 
Vice President for Administration 
 
Alicia R. Thompson 
Director of Education & Training 
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Inclusive Communities Marks 75th Anniversary in 2010 
Organization Founded as Virginia Region of National Conference of Christians and Jews 
 

I n 1935, a team of Catholic, Jewish, and Protestant religious leaders known as 
the “Tolerance Trio” were invited to bring their message of interfaith under‐

standing to Virginia.  Their presentation at Lynchburg College attracted nearly 
1,000 people from all over the Commonwealth.  Those in attendance were so 
moved by the program’s message that they went back to their local communities 
and started chapters of what was then known as the Virginia Region of the Na‐
tional Conference of Christians and Jews. 
 

     Today, the Virginia Center for Inclusive Communities continues the vital 
work of the former NCCJ Virginia Region.  And, using the Christian and Jewish 
principles that inspired its founding, the organization promotes understanding 
and respect on all issues of diversity, for all age groups, all across Virginia.  “We 
are so proud to reach this milestone,” notes State Board Chair John G. Myers, Jr.   
“Inclusive Communities today remains a vibrant contributor to our Commonwealth, reaching thousands of young 
people and adults annually,” he adds.   
 

     The organization plans to incorporate 75th anniversary observances into its 2010 Humanitarian Awards Dinner 
events, and will also increase its marketing and outreach efforts throughout the year.  Additionally, the board is 
embarking on a strategic planning process that will ensure that the Virginia Center for Inclusive Communities’ 
work remains relevant and meaningful for years to come. 

A NEWSLETTER OF THE VIRGINIA CENTER FOR INCLUSIVE COMMUNITIES 

WINTER 2009/2010 

T he Virginia Center for Inclusive Communities is 
partnering with the Newport News Public 

Schools on an innovative new project to address and 
reduce the academic achievement gap.  Selected 
through a competitive bid process, Inclusive Com‐
munities will conduct work with selected elementary 
schools in Newport News, offering intensive training 
and support to educators and administrators through 
retreats, on‐site workshops, and the facilitation of 
school‐community partnerships.  Using an educa‐
tional framework that focuses on the “3 R’s:” rigor, 
relevance, and relationships, the year of programs 
will give adults the skills to foster school environ‐
ments in which students from all backgrounds can be 
academically successful. 
 

    A recent report from the Washington Post notes 
that “On a 500‐point scale, Virginia’s black students 
trailed white students by significant margins in 2007: 

23 points in fourth‐grade ; 28 points in eighth‐
grade math; and 20 points in fourth– and eighth– grade 
reading.”  The work that will be conducted by Inclu‐
sive Communities to address those gaps builds on 
programming developed by our affiliate office in Cali‐
fornia that has been described by the Institute for De‐
mocratic Renewal at Claremont Graduate University 
as “the most promising vehicle for eliminating racial 
and ethnic disparities and narrowing the educational 
achievement gap in the country.”   
 

     “For many years, Inclusive Communities has 
worked with educators and students to foster respect‐
ful and affirming classroom environments,” notes 
Jonathan C. Zur, President & CEO.  “Our organization 
is uniquely positioned to leverage this experience, as 
well as our strong connections all across Virginia, to 
support schools in their efforts to address and reduce 
the academic achievement gap.” 

Initiative Launched to Reduce Academic Achievement Gap 
Inclusive Communities Selected to Work with Newport News Public Schools  

VOICESof INCLUSION 

Colleges and Universities Benefit from Allies Institute 
Program Credited with Fostering Inclusive Campus Climates 
 

I n 2004, nearly 50 people from the University of Richmond participated in a 
pilot four‐day retreat conducted by the Virginia Center for Inclusive Com‐

munities.  The experience was so successful that the Allies Institute has been 
held each year since, now having trained over 225 students, faculty, and staff at 
UR.  Additionally, Allies is now expanding to other Virginia campuses, being 
offered to Lynchburg College in 2010 as part of their “Year of Alliances and 
Diversity” observance. 
 

     At the Allies Institute, representatives from a single college or university 
participate in interactive workshops, small group discussions, and experiential 
exercises designed to foster deep thinking about prejudice and discrimination.  
On the final day of the program, participants develop action plans to share 
their learning with peers at the sponsoring institution.   

 
     Learn more about the Allies Institute on page 3 
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